Farmers Scramble to Finish US Harvest from Hell
Novermber 13, 2009
This began with record snows and record cold last winter, and continued with record cold and record snow deep into spring, and now has ended with record cold and record snows coming early this fall.  This has occurred in the US, Canada, the EU, Russia, and China how all of this will contribute to food prices here and abroad is already being told in mercantile exchanges around the world as Corn Futures, Soy Bean Futures and Wheat Futures jerk up in price.  As we made known last year grain stock piles last year were heavily depleted to prevent global catastrophy from occurring to the poor nations and poor around the world that could not afford international price increases. 

Now we know that the shortages in the US for rice and other grains for a few weaks will be but a blip on the screen as what is going to occur this time around as all the grain houses are low,  grain storehouses that not only provide food for people,  feed for chickens, turkeys, ducks, pigs, and cattle, seed for next year and the year after’s planting season, but also 35% of all corn production on a NORMAL year for producing Ethonol and Bio-Diesel (Which was the singular cause of international food shortages last year). So that if the Ethenol and Bio-Diesel programs are not halted in the US, Canada, the EU and Brazil now before they devour this low yield harvest season – food prices in all catagories will sky-rocket in the months to come. 

By God’s grace He has given us the Word of the Lord concerning this coming man made famine months before the first ripple hit in 2008.  We repeated and repeated what was coming by the Word of the Lord last year at every opportunity.  We advised beleivers everywhere to tighten their belts, to lessen their costs and to stock pile what food they could. Here now in the US total unemployment stands now at 22%, 15 states are now on the verge of bankrupcy (incidentally we hear that these are the bluest and greenest states in the nation).  This is all in the richest nation upon the earth, what shall occur to poor nations and their peoples? 

All over the US and the EU nations there are thousands of farms that have set idle this year, farms where the farm owners have been paid to produce nothing. Despite my physical condiction with a little coaxing of my three sons were were able to produce about two bushels of potatoes, carrots, lettuce, tomatoes, snow peas and cabbages which fed us during the summer, and will continue to feed us past thanks giving. 

Next year somehow by God’s grace we will begin a small farm up here in the center of Alaska, and shall raise not only vegetables but some live stock as well, more than likely some chickens, and a few pigs. Over the ensuing months since I have been laid up and not able to write much the Lord has directed me to begin a small farm. I find this somewhat amusing as the Lord knows all to well my condition and great physical weakness,  so I can rest easily knowing that He who commands shall also send laborers as we have testified of for the last three years.

This summer the Lord sent another man a carpenter, and accomplished cook to take care of many needs that I can not on my own, and to shore up the slack tjat my sons did not do.  He fixed the roof, he cooked meals, did the dishes, did the laundry, and assisted in numerous other tasks all the while I asked nothing of him, while providing him food clothing and shelter.  Yes he was a homeless man that I had never seen before in my life and out of obedience to the Lord I took him in and sheltered, clothed and fed him.
The faithful do what others won’t.        

MARENGO, Illinois (Reuters) – Brothers Steve and Ron Pierce spent most of an hour in a chilly northern Illinois field last week clearing a clog of soybean chaff from the guts of their combine, using a mix of tools and their bare hands.

"The beans get tough when they pick up moisture," Steve Pierce said.

The clog had idled the $260,000 harvester, another delay in what has been the harvest from hell across the U.S. Midwest corn and soybean belt.

The clock is ticking on farmers like the Pierce brothers all across the Midwest as they scramble to bring in the largest U.S. soybean crop on record and the second-largest corn crop before winter arrives.

Late-maturing crops and persistent rain throughout October halted fieldwork, making this the slowest start for the U.S. harvest since the 1970s. The delays -- and questions about crop quality -- have kept Chicago Board of Trade grain markets on the boil.

"Just look at the price of corn from October to now. The delayed harvest has had a bullish impact on prices," said Terry Reilly, an agricultural analyst with Citigroup.

PRICES UP

CBOT corn futures are up about 15 percent since October 1. CBOT soybeans, already supported by strong export demand from China, are up about 7 percent.

On Thursday, fresh concerns about mold in the corn crop helped bolster prices for CBOT soymeal, an alternative ingredient to corn in livestock feed rations.

The United States produces 40 percent of the global corn crop and 35 percent of all soybeans, and is the leading exporter of both commodities.

In a normal year, farmers would be nearly finished harvesting the two primary crops, which help feed people across the globe, from Europe to Asia to Africa.

By November 1, U.S. farmers had brought in only half the soybean crop and one-quarter of the corn, well below the five-year averages of 87 percent and 71 percent, respectively.

Because of the late harvest, some analysts say the true size of the U.S. corn and soybean crops might not be known until well into 2010 -- possibly even after the USDA issues its "final" production numbers in January.

"This is the latest harvest we've had in a very long time, so there are lots of questions out there that we would not have normally," said Patrick Westhoff, co-director of the Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute at the University of Missouri.

"It's really tough, in a year like this, to get a handle on things."

QUALITY PROBLEMS

Despite the delays, yields have been strong, and the U.S. Agriculture Department this week projected the largest U.S. soy crop on record, at 3.3 billion bushels, and the second-largest corn crop at 12.9 billion bushels.

Livestock producers and other grain end-users may face higher-than-normal costs as the harvest drags on, but U.S. food costs probably won't be affected. 

"It was probably reassuring from a consumer standpoint that yesterday's USDA reports did not really change the size of the crop from previous estimates," Westhoff said. 

Still, all the wet weather has caused widespread quality problems including mold and diseases. Also, crops all across the Midwest are higher in moisture than normal, creating harvest glitches like the Pierce brothers' clogged combine. 

Because high-moisture grain cannot be stored or processed properly, many farmers will pay to have their crops dried at grain elevators -- cutting into their profits and further slowing the harvest. 

"In some cases, depending on the yield, the drying charges alone are running $100 to $150 an acre, which is more than what some of the (land) rents are," Ron Pierce said. 

SPARE PARTS 

The sky finally cleared over the Corn Belt last week and growers have seized the opportunity, running their combines at full tilt. Soybean harvest progress moved up to 75 percent by November 8, USDA said. But the rush has taken a toll on machinery and farmers alike. 

"I've been doing this for 30 years and I've never seen a year like this," said Ron Waldschmidt, a vice president with farm equipment dealer A.C. McCartney in Wataga, Illinois. 

"It's not unusual in any given year to have wet conditions, or maybe a variety that tends to mold, or maybe the moisture is a little bit high. But this year, you've got it all," he said. 

Waldschmidt said his office has tripled orders for combine parts like belts in response to demand from local farmers who are running their equipment hard, taking advantage of the brief harvest window. 

"This morning before 7 o'clock, we had six belts out the door," he said. "Everybody is having these kind of problems." 

